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Campus Announcements  
On Monday, May 28th, our country 
recognizes Memorial Day, formerly 
known as Decoration Day, first 
celebrated on May 30, 1868, when 
flowers were placed on the graves of 
both Union and Confederate soldiers 
at Arlington National Cemetery. The 
day has grown to include and to 
honor not just Civil War soldiers, but 
all those who have died while serving 
our nation. 
 
Inspired by the poem, In Flanders 
Fields, in 1915 Moina Michael wrote 
this stanza, which elevated the poppy 
to its status as the symbol of this 
somber day, and provided a timeless 
tribute to those remembered: 
  
We cherish too, the poppy red 
That grows on fields where valor fed, 
It seems to signal to the skies 
That the blood of heroes never dies.   
 
A resolution was passed in December 
2000 supporting a National Moment 
of Remembrance nested within 
Memorial Day, in which all 
Americans are encouraged “To 
voluntarily and informally observe in 
their own way a moment of 
remembrance and respect, pausing 
from whatever they are doing to listen 
to „Taps‟ or to observe a moment of 
silence. “ 
 
NPS joins the Department of Defense 
and the Department of the Navy in 
remembering and honoring the men 
and women who have given their 





NPS will once again present the 
“Memorial Day Concert on the Lawn: A 
Day of Remembrance” which over 7,000 
people are expected to attend. This is our 
biggest Open House of the year, and 
possibly the only one that enables the 
community to have gate access and to 
learn more about the educational and 
research activities at NPS. All NPS 
Schools will be given high priority 
visibility and acknowledgement 
throughout the event.  
 
The music performances and non-profit 
fair begin at 10 AM while historic tours 
and scientific demonstrations begin at 11 
AM. Guests are encouraged to arrive by 
noon so they won‟t miss the tours or the 
main events.  
 
New Digital Media Production and 
Photo Studio 
NPS is creating a professional Digital 
Media Production and Photo Studio in 
Herrmann Hall. The Studio will be a 
dedicated space to conduct interviews with 
visiting dignitaries and to enable NPS to 
provide television quality video news 
releases and to produce a monthly thirty-
minute television program, “NPS in 
Review.” The program, which will air on 
the local PBS station and the Government 
Channel, not only will provide a new 
information venue into the local 
community, but also will be a program that 
will hopefully be added to the Pentagon 
Channel, thereby creating for NPS a new 
audience of 20 million viewers worldwide, 
and another opportunity to highlight the 
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 Faculty News 
Assistant Professor Jessica Piombo was 
selected by the International Republican 
Institute (IRI) to be part of an international 
delegation to monitor Nigeria‟s April 21st 
presidential and parliamentary elections.  The 
IRI is a non-profit, non-partisan organization 
committed to advancing freedom and 
democracy worldwide.  The delegation was led 
by Ambassador Pierre-Richard Prosper, 
former U.S. Ambassador-at-Large for War 
Crimes; The Honorable Andras Byurk, of 
Hungary, Member of the European Parliament; 
and Abbe Apollinaire Muholongu 
Malumalu, President of the Independent 
Electoral Commission of Democratic Republic 
of Congo.  The other delegates were comprised 
of ambassadors, high-level government 
officials, and scholars.  Delegates were 
deployed throughout the country to monitor 
polling stations and to identify and evaluate 
strengths and weaknesses in Nigeria‟s 
elections system.  Their observations will lead 
to a report providing an overall assessment of 
the electoral event.  IRI has monitored more 
than 130 elections in more than 40 countries. 
  
Internationally renowned aeronautical engineer 
Dr. E. Roberts “Bob” Wood, professor 
emeritus at NPS, has been named an honorary 
fellow of the American Helicopter Society 
(AHS) International.  The prestigious induction 
took place at the AHS 63rd Annual Forum and 
Technology Display Grand Awards Banquet, 
May 2 in Virginia Beach, Va.  The vertical 
flight society, which has over 6,000 members 
worldwide, grants honorary fellow status to 
two members a year whose career leadership 
and innovation have significantly advanced the 
interests of the vertical flight industry.   
 
Campus Visitors 
COS Col. Dave Smarsh (left) and Assistant Dean 
of SIGS Gary Roser (third from left) were among 
the NPS leaders and faculty who briefed Malaysian 
officials on May 2 during a fact-finding trip led by 
Ministry of Defense Deputy Secretary General 
Dato Jesbil Singh (second from left). Other 
officials in the delegation were Gen. Ismail Samion 
(center), National Defense University of Malaysia 
(NDUM) vice chancellor, Prof. Wan Mahzom 
Shah (far right), NDUM deputy vice chancellor, 
and Abdul Razak Ahmad (right), deputy director 
in the Malaysian Ministry of Higher Education.  
 
Ms. Nancy Bennett, Governor Schwarzenegger‟s 
Deputy Director of the San Francisco office, visited 
with Dr. Leonard Ferrari, Dr. Christine Cermak, 
Dr. Fran Horvath and Mr. Alan Richmond at 
their invitation. The visit provided an opportunity to 
showcase NPS activities, including a visit to the 
Space Systems area with Professor Rudy Panholzer 
and to the MOVES Institute for a technology update. 
Dr. Ferrari also briefed Ms. Bennett on the National 
Security Institute that he is forming. Ms. Janis 
Cortese of the Corporation for Education Network 
Initiatives in California (CENIC), one of our key 
partners in high-bandwidth networking on a 
regional, national and international level, joined in 
the visit. The purpose of the visit was a prelude to a 
visit by the Governor at a future date. 
 
Cisco Senior VP Mr. Brad Boston met with Dr. 
Leonard Ferrari, Dr. Dan Boger., Mr. Bill 
Warner and Admiral Merrill Ruck (ret.), to 
discuss the quality of NPS research and to provide 
opportunities for ongoing partnership development.   
 
Mr. Brad Boston and Mr. Bobby Johnson, CEO 
of Foundry Networks, joined the President‟s Circle 
of the NPS Foundation.  
 
 
 
